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Synopsis

Unlike other texts on modern Chinese history, which tend to be either encyclopedic or too pedantic,
Revolution and Its Past is comprehensive but concise, focused on the most recent scholarship, and
written in a style that engages students from beginning to end. The Third Edition uses the theme of
identities--of the nation itself and of the Chinese people--to probe the vast changes that have swept
over China from late imperial times to the early twenty-first century. In so doing, it explores the
range of identities that China has chosen over time and those that outsiders have attributed to
China and its people, showing how, as China rapidly modernizes, the issue of Chinese identity in

the modern world looms large.
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Customer Reviews

Chapter 2 has been substantially reorganized to explore more fully the A¢a -A“geniusA¢a —A- of
the Chinese imperial system that gave rise to the wealth and power of the Chinese state in the
mid-to-late eighteenth century and to its admiration and acclaim in the West at the time.A A
Chapters 19 and 20 have been completely reorganized in response to readersA¢a -a,¢
suggestions:A A Chapter 19 now focuses on the economic reforms since 1980 and their many
social, economic, political, cultural, and environmental ramifications, allowing students to
concentrate on the economic changes of the reform period rather than mixing these changes with
other developments chronologically in two chapters as the second edition had done.A A Chapter
20 analyzes the political, diplomatic, and cultural developments of the reform period, with special

focus on the 2008 summer Olympic Games in Beijing, the spectacular success of which marked a



milestone in ChinaA¢a -4,¢s international reputation. Reflects the most recent scholarship

throughout the text.

R. Keith Schoppa, Loyola College in Maryland

price was okaybut shipping was really fastbook description match what i gotgreat book, if you want

to study modern Chinese history this is the book you must read!!.

Good

This is a very dense read, but well outlined and clearly written. I'm using it for my Chinese History

class and it’s been great so far!

The book is two-days late than expected. | purchased this book with the fastest option and it

supposed to arrive on Jan 25, but it arrived on Jan 27.

Needed it for a college class. Was okay. Little analysis provided. Dry read. Shipping was on the

longer side, but packaging was damage free.

| have used this book as the basic text for my undergrad Modern Chinese History classes for
several years. It is engaging and presents a reasonably complex view of China. Besides presenting
a fairly balanced basic view of modern Chinese history, it provides suggestions on other relevant
sources and contains interesting anecdotes and photos. I'm sure the third edition will provide some

welcome updates.

If you are studying Modern Chinese History (and where else is events in the 1600;s considered
modern), its hard to go wrong with this book. Each section is well laid out, and easy to read. The
balanced approach should not offend anyone, and has lots of useful pictures. The only thing is, the
book could really have used a glossary and a better summary so that students of Chinese history

will better understand what Schoppa believes is most important to learn.

Quick service and item as described. Would recommend and use this provider again.
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